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Original. He created men and their works, and measured out
their maintenance and their determined times. Nothing can
escape His grasp that is possible; nor the vicissitudes of
things get out of the reach of His power. The effects of His
power are innumerable, and the objects of His knowledge
infinite.

" Now He produced creatures anew for the manifestation
of His power and His precedent will, and the confirmation of
His word, which was true from all eternity; not that He stood
in need of them, or wanted them: and that He manifestly de-
clared His glory in creating, and producing, and commanding,
without being under any obligation; not out of necessity,
since loving-kindness, and showing favour, and grace, and be-
neficence belong to Him; whereas it is in His power to pour
forth upon men variety of torments, and afflict them with
various kinds of sorrows and diseases ; which, if He should do,
it would be justice in. Him; not reproachful, nor injustice.
And that He rewards those that worship Him for their obe-
dience upon the account of His promise and beneficence, not
of their merit, nor of necessity; since there is nothing which
He can be tied to perform, nor can any injustice be feigned in
Him, nor can He be under any obligation to any person what-
soever.

" But that the creatures are obliged to serve Him ariseth
from His having declared, by the tongues of the Prophets, that
it was due to Him from them; not by the simple dictates
of the understanding but that He sent them Messengers,, whose
veracity He had proved by manifest miracles* who brought
down from Him to men commands, and promises, and

" Furthermore, that He doth speak, command, forbid, pro-
mise, and threaten by an eternal ancient Word, subsisting m

* -This does not refer to Mohammed, who disclaimed the power
of working miracles.